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' IN THESBEGIN- 
pee NING; TOKIKO 
HAD VAGUE 

| FEARS AND AN 
UNSETTLING 
FEELING, BUT. 
FORE. LONG, 
AS TIME oe 
SED, SHE 
GRADUALLY 
BECAME A 
HUNGRY 

DEVIL OF 

LUST. 
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TO DO, 
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swAN INVALID VE 
FOR THREE CHEERFULLY 
WHOLE YEARS TAKEN 


CARE OF 


YOU'VE 
: -- WITHOUT EVER 
COMPLETELY Ba AS SHOWING THE 
CAST ASIDE Vi, ? SLIGHTEST 
YOUR OWN : = 2 SIGN OF 
DESIRES. a DISCONTENTMENT. 


STILL, 
IT'S NOT 
SOMETHING 
THAT'S EASY 

TO DO. NATURALLY 
EXPECTED 
OF YOU 


T THINK IT’S 
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YOU'D BETTER 
HURRY UP 
AND GET 
BACK HOME /\ 
TO HIM. 
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DON'T THROW 
A TANTRUM 
LIKE THAT. 
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ARE YOU SAYING 
T NEGLECTED 
YOU FOR 
THREE WHOLE 
HOURS? 
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WE SHOULD DRINK AND SCREAM 
“BANZAI! GREAT JAPANESE 
EMPIRE!” 3 TIMES. 

IF 3 TIMES ISN'T ENOUGH, 
WE SHOULD SCREAM IT 30, 
OR EVEN 300 TIMES. 


WE SHOULD 
CELEBRATE. 
WE SHOULD 
CELEBRATE 
GREATLY. 
WE SHOULD CELEBRATE 
AND GO WILD. 

WE SHOULD GO 
WILD ANDBE PLEASED. 
WE SHOULD BE PLEASED 
AND DRINK. 
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— ‘MARRIED. 
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BUT HE 
DIED FROM 
THE} : AND YOUR MOTHER 


REALLY BITCHED 
ME OUT, 
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YOU WERE NOTED 
FOR DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE AND BECAME 
A BIG-SHOT. 


BUT THERE 
WAS NOTHING 
GOOD FOR ME. 


I COULDN'T 
(as 
PREGNANT. 


AFTER BEING 
ADVISED, 
I ADOPTED 
A CHILD, 
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SLE 


T'M BEING 
DISPATCHED 
TO SIBERIA. 


SHOW 
A LITTLE 
PATIENCE. 
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THEN YOU WERE NOTED FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE. 
I THOUGHT YOU WERE SET FOR LIFE. 


I HEAR YOUR 
HUSBAND IS 
COMING HOME. 


BUT HE'S 
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FOR AS LONG 
AS I LIVE, 

T'LL NEVER FORGET 
THE DAY I WAS 
REUNITED WITH 

YOU AT 
ElJU HOSPITAL*. 
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CHAPTER 2 


OUR BRETHREN WHO HAVE SACRIFICED 
MUCH AND HIDDEN THEIR TEARS 
NOW GLORIFY THE VICTORY OF THE DEVIL. 
PUT ON MOURNING CLOTHES AND 
HOLD MEMORIAL SERVICES FOR THOSE 
WHO DIE OF ILLNESS. 

PUT ON CHEERFUL CLOTHES AND 
CELEBRATE THOSE WHO DIED IN WAR. 
“LONG LIVE THE EMPIRE'S 
SPECTACULAR VICTORY!" 

WE DON'T WRITE ABOLIT THE VICTORY 
OF THE DEVIL. 
“CELEBRATE THE GREAT VICTORY 
OF THE ARMY AND NAVY!" 

WE DON'T RECORD THE 
DESTRUCTION OF MORALITY. 
"LONG LIVE THE DEVIL!” 
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IT'S A MIRACLE! 
THERE’S NO 
PRECEDENT IN 

ANY COUNTRY... 


..OF ANYONE 
__ SUSTAINING SUCH 
HEAVY WOUNDS | 
& ~ HAVING SURVIVED 


PLEASE 
BECOME 
1ST LT. 
SUNAGA'S 
NURSE. 
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PLEASE 
TAKE CARE 
OF MY 
LITTLE 
BROTHER. 


THERE WILL 
IF YOU'RE Be MANY 


EVER IN 
outs FETE, 


I DON'T 
KNOW WHEN 
WE'LL VISIT 
AGAIN BUT 


TOKIKO, 
I'M SORRY 
BUT WE... 


WE MUST 
BE GOING 
ON OUR 
WAY NOW 
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IT SEEMS 
YOU'VE 
FATTENED 
uP A BIT, 
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TO 
MEDAL 


THE PRICE 
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TERRIBLE. 
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YOU MUST 
HAVE GIVEN 


EVERYONE'S i I WONDER IF 

COLD ia ue THEY WON'T 
TOWARDS : COME BACK 
TO visIT... 


YOU HAVE 
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AND IT'S CREDIBLE 


NOT JUST, 4 Be APPETITE. 
YOUR / 
APPETITE 
FOR FOOD 
THAT'S 
BESTIAL. 7 


JUST LIKE 
AN ANIMAL 
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GOING TO BE 
HERE ANY 
MINUTE! 
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AFTER YOU 
WENT TO 
ALL THE 
TROUBLE 
TO COME 
OUT HERE 
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UT EVEN SO, 
IF YOU WALK 
FOR AN HOUR, 

YOU GET TO 

ASAKUSA. 
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“THE FATE OF THE EMPIRE RESTS ON THIS BATTLE”. CQUOTE FROM AN ADMIRAL DURING RUSGO-JAPANESE WAR) 
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EVEN 
THOUGH IT'S 
\ NATURALLY 
tr's Not |) === EXPECTED 
SOMETHING = shS OF YOU... 
THAT'S : HIS WIFE 
e elo EASY on 
| TO DO. 


I WAS SURPRISED 
BY HOW GOOD 
IST LT. SUNAGA'S 
COMPLEXION |S. 


IT's ALL 
DUE TO 
you... 


TLL 
EAGERLY 
WAIT BY 
MYSELF, 


GIVE THESE 
TO 1ST LT. 


I'M 
COMING! 
TM 
COMING! 
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I HEARD 
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A LOVERS’ 
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4 50 YEAR 
OLD MAN 
AND WOMAN. 
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THis MISERABLE 
INVALID, 


Ne | 
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I'M PLAYING WITH 
IT TONIGHT TOO. 


BUT T WONDER 
HOW UGLY WE ARE, 


AN 
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I WONDER 
WHAT HE'S 
THINKING 
ABOUT? 
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I’M DRIED UP 
SUSUKI* 
AT THE SOURCE 


THE SAME AS 
ME, YOU'RE 
ALSO DRIED | 


uP SUSUKI. Z : OF A RIVER. = 
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DRIED 
up 


SUSUKI 


IT SEEMS 
LIKE HE'S 
DEEP IN 
THOUGHT 
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THERE'S 
A MOs- 
Quito 
ON YOUR 

FORE 


¢ HEAD. 


T DON’T KNOW 
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WHAT YOU WERE 
JUST THINKING 
ABOUT RIGHT 
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WE'RE THE 
ANIMALS IN 
A 200, 


IN THIS 
TINY 
DWELLING. 
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WHY DID I DO 
SUCH A BRLITAL 
THING? 
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FRIGHTENING 
IT MUST BE. 
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FORGIVE ME. 


FORGIVE ME. 
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THOUGHT, 
HE'S GONE 
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IT's TRULY 
A STRANGE 
THING, BUT 
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su IN THAT CONFUSED MOMENT, 
TOKIKO SUDDENLY HAD THE 
HALLUCINATION OF A CATERPILLAR 
CRAWLING IN THE DARKNESS 
ALONG SOME TREE BRANCH. 
WHEN IT CAME TO THE EDGE 
OF THE BRANCH... 
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. BY IT'S OWN WEIGHT, 
IT DROPPED INTO 
THE BOTTOMLESS 

SPACE OF PITCH BLACK 

DARKNESS BELOW. 
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